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Jacqueline Morgenstern was born on 26 May 1932 in Paris. Her
father, Charles Morgenstern, ran a hair salon with his brother
Leopold, and her mother, Suzanne Morgenstern, worked as a
secretary. Under the German occupation, the Morgenstern
brothers were forced to hand over their business to a gentile
in1941.

In 1943, Charles Morgenstern fled to Marseille in the non-occupied
part of France. His wife Suzanne and their daughter later followed
him. The family was arrested in Marseille and taken to the Drancy
internment camp for Jews near Paris. From there, they were de-
ported to Auschwitz on 20 May 1944, where Jacqueline‘s mother
was murdered. Her father was taken to the Dachau concentration
camp near Munich on the last transport to leave Auschwitz before
the liberation. He died in May 1945 after his liberation. Jacqueline
Morgenstern was taken to the Neuengamme concentration camp
on 28 November 1944 and murdered here on Bullenhuser Damm on
20 April 1945 aged 12.

Jacqueline‘s aunt Dorothéa and her uncle Leopold Morgenstern
were initially protected from being deported because Leopold‘s
work was considered “essential to the German war effort”, but

in 1943, he was also arrested. Dorothéa Morgenstern, who was
expecting a baby at the time, went underground and managed to
hide her children with gentile families. It was not until 1979 that
Dorothéa Morgenstern and her son Henri learned about the murder
of Jacqueline in Hamburg from Ginther Schwarberg. Jacqueline’s
identity was unambiguously established because her name was
noted on one of the x-rays from HeiBmeyer‘s medical experiments.
Henri Morgenstern attended the commemorative event for the
victims of the Bullenhuser Damm murders held on 20 April 1979.

He was one of the founding members of the Children of Bullenhuser
Damm association. Morgenstern also campaigned for the prosecution
of Arnold Strippel.

A street in the Hamburg district of Burgwedel is named after
Jacqueline Morgenstern.
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The Morgenstern family in 1932.

Suzanne Morgenstern holding baby Jacqueline is in the front of
this family photograph. Behind her are (from right): Jacqueline’s
uncle Leopold and her aunt Dorothéa, her father Charles and her
grandmother.

From a private collection
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Charles and Suzanne Morgenstern on the
beach with their neighbour Mrs Edynak (centre)
and the children Jacqueline Morgenstern and
Simone Edynak (right), circa 1933.

From a private collection
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Jacqueline Morgenstern in 1938.

From a private collection.
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Jacqueline Morgenstern, circa 1940.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial,
1981-0789
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Suzanne Morgenstern with her
daughter Jacqueline, April 194 3.

From a private collection
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Essay written by Jacqueline Morgenstern
on 12 March 1943.

Ten-year-old Jacqueline wrote this essay about
an encounter with a beggar for French class in
school. She recounts giving the beggar a coin
even though she was afraid of him, thinking that
one day she might be in need, too.

Jacqueline’s teacher kept the essay for
decades. In the early 1980s, she accidentally
met Jacqueline’s cousin Henri Morgenstern
in the street in Paris. Henri told the teacher
about Jacqueline’s fate. This reminded her
of the essay and she passed it on to Henri.

From a private collection

The Old Beggar (translated from the French)

He was crooked and his clothes were in rags and his hair was ruffled. He held
an old hat in his hand and called out to passers-by in a shaky voice. He was a
miserable and pitiful sight, particularly since nobody took any notice of him,
which I found the most upsetting.

Some passers-by were in a hurry and did not see him, others were indifferent and
pretended not to see him, while some did give him one or two coins, for which the
beggar thanked them with a nod of the head.

When I passed him, I was afraid, but told myself there was no reason for fear.
My mother and I gave him a coin. One shouldn’t refuse others charity, because
you never know when you might be in need of public help.
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Jacqueline Morgenstern at her First
Communion in 1944,

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial,
Gunther Schwarberg Collection, 2002-1365
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Jacqueline Morgenstern with her parents,
undated.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial,
Gunther Schwarberg Collection, 2002-1379
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The building in Rue de Belleville in Paris,
where the Morgensterns lived, undated.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial,
Gunther Schwarberg Collection, 2002-1380
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Final letter from Suzanne Morgenstern to her
sister Dorothéa dated 7 December 1943.

Suzanne Morgenstern wrote this letter from
Marseille, in the unoccupied part of France, to
lift her sister’s spirits. Dorothéa Morgenstern
was still in Paris and had been separated from
both her husband, who had been arrested by
the Germans, and her children, who had gone
into hiding with gentile families outside Paris.

Dorothéa Morgenstern survived, but her husband

died in the Buchenwald concentration camp. In
1979, she learned of her niece Jacqueline’s fate.

From a private collection
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Deportation transport list dated
20 May 1944,

Jacqueline Morgenstern’s name, along
with those of her parents,is on this list
for the 74th deportation transport from
the Drancy transit camp to Auschwitz.

Mémorial de la Shoah, Paris, C74, p. 32
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Jacqueline Morgenstern’s cousin Henri in
the basement of the Bullenhuser Damm
school during his first visit to Hamburg,
20 April 1979.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial,
2002-1388
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Henri Morgenstern giving an address in
Hamburg on the 35th anniversary of his
cousin Jaqueline’s death, 20 April 1980.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial,
Gunther Schwarberg Collection, 2002-1390
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Henri Morgenstern at a rally organised by
the Association of Sons and Daughters of
Deported Jews from France outside the
Bullenhuser Damm school in 1981.

From a private collection
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Philippe Kohn, Henri Morgenstern and GUnther
Schwarberg (from left), October 1982.

From a private collection







