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Bluma Mekler was born in Sandomierz, a town on the river 
Vistula in Poland. She had two sisters and two brothers. her 
parents Sara and hershel (hersh) Mekler ran a business sel-
ling agricultural goods. in addition, hershel Mekler also taught 
at the local cheder, the Jewish religious school for boys. 

The Sandomierz ghetto, where the family was forced to live
following the occupation of the town by the German Wehr-
macht, was liquidated in January 1943. Most of the ghetto’s 
inhabitants were murdered in Bełzec in late October 1942. 
Others were taken to the Treblinka extermination camp or to 
a labour camp in Skarzysko-Kamienna. it is not known how 
Bluma Mekler was deported to Auschwitz or what happened 
to her parents. On 28 november 1944, she was taken to the 
neuengamme concentration camp, and she was murdered 
here on Bullenhuser damm on 20 April 1945 aged 11.

Bluma’s older brother Alter survived Auschwitz. her younger 
sister Shifra went into hiding in the Sandomierz ghetto in 
October 1942 and later hid in different towns and villages in 
Poland. After the liberation, she lived in an orphanage in lublin 
before emigrating to Palestine in 1947. in 1992, Shifra Mor, 
born Mekler, read about the fate of the Bullenhuser damm 
children in a newspaper in israel and recognised the name of 
her sister Bluma. in 1998, Shifra Mor first visited the day-care 
centre in hamburg-Burgwedel that had been
named after her sister in May 1997.

.

.





The Mekler family, undated. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg collection, 2002-1345
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Bluma’s father, herschel Mekler, undated. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg collection, 2002-1347
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Search request for Bluma Mekler, 1958. 

Shifra Mekler filed this search request 
with the international Tracing Service on 
7 February 1958. 

International Tracing Service, Bad Arolsen, 

T/D 704 367
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Günther Schwarberg (left), Shifra Mor 
and Yitzhak reichenbaum attending 
a commemorative ceremony for the 
children of Bullehuser damm on 
20 April 1998. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg collection, 2002-1356
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Shifra Mor at the Bluma Mekler day-care centre 
in the hamburg district of Burgwedel on 21 
April 1998. 

Since 1998, Shifra Mor has regularly travelled 
to hamburg to talk to children about her sister 
Bluma’s fate. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, Günther 

Schwarberg collection, 2002-1353
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newspaper article entitled “hate wouldn’t 
change anything”.

The article describes Shifra Mor’s encounter 
with pre-school children attending the day-care 
centre named after her sister, Bluma, as well 
as her first visit to the Bullenhuser damm 
memorial.

taz hamburg, 22 April 1998
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