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Sergio de Simone was born on 29 november 1937 and lived 
with his parents in naples, italy. his father, edoardo de Simone, 
was a Catholic naval officer, and his mother Gizella, née Perlow, 
was Jewish.

edoardo de Simone was deported to dortmund for forced 
labour. in the summer of 1943, Gizella de Simone and her 
son Sergio moved in with relatives in Fiume in northern italy 
because Allied bombing raids on naples made staying in the 
city seem unsafe.

On 21 March 1944, six-year old Sergio, his mother and seven 
other members of the family including his cousins Alessandra 
and Tatiana were arrested in Fiume. They were taken to the 
risiera di San Sabba concentration camp near Trieste, from 
where they were deported to Auschwitz on 4 April 1944. in 
Auschwitz, Sergio had to work as an errand boy until he was 
taken to the neuengamme concentration camp as a subject 
for heißmeyer’s medical experiments. On 20 April 1945,
Sergio de Simone was murdered here on Bullenhuser damm 
aged 7.

in the spring of 1945, Sergio’s mother Gizella de Simone was 
taken to the ravensbrück concentration camp, where she was 
liberated. She was in very bad health and did not return to 
italy until november 1945, where she rejoined her husband. 
The de Simones began looking for their son and learned in 
the late 1940s that he had been taken from Auschwitz to a 
concentration camp in the west. edoardo de Simone died in 
1964 without ever learning of his son’s fate. Gizella de Simone
heard of the murders on Bullenhuser damm in 1983 and 
attended the commemorative event in hamburg on 20 April 
1984. however, she did not want to believe that Sergio was 
dead and held on to the hope that he was still alive until she 
died.

A street in the hamburg district of Burgwedel is named after 
Sergio de Simone.



Sergio de Simone, undated

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 
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Sergio de Simone with his mother, undated

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 
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Sergio de Simone (front centre) with his mother (left), an aunt, 
a friend of his mother’s and his two cousins in Pompei in the 
spring of 1941. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg collection, 2002-0959
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Sergio de Simone (left) with two of his aunts, 
his grandmother and his cousins in September 
1943. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 
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Sergio de Simone with his cousins Tatiana 
and Alessandra in September 1943.
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Sergio de Simone with his cousins 
Tatiana and Alessandra on his sixth 
birthday, 29 november 1943.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 
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dP registration record for eduardo de Simone, 
1945

This index card, issued in July 1945 by the 
American expeditionary Forces, lists the 
personal details of Sergio’s father, edoardo 
de Simone, and classifies him as a displaced 
Person. 

ITS, Bad Arolsen, 66874561
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Sergio de Simone’s case file with the iTS, 1948

This index card lists the activities undertaken 
by the iTS to find the missing child Sergio de 
Simone.

ITS, Bad Arolsen, de Simone file
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request for information on Sergio de Simone 
from the italian consulate in hamburg, June 
1952

Sergio de Simone’s parents sent out requests 
for information as to their son’s whereabouts 
to various institutions in Germany. The italian 
consulate in hamburg wrote to the red Cross’s 
tracing service in hamburg about Sergio, but 
the service was unable to provide any infor-
mation. 

The consul writes that he is acting on behalf 
of Sergio’s father and gives details of Sergio’s 
deportation to Auschwitz, his appearance and 
the number that was tattooed on his arm. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg collection, 3.14 Sergio de Simone
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Gizella de Simone (right) and Margarete Wilkens in 1984

Sergio’s mother Gizella travelled to hamburg in 1984 to attend 
the commemorative event for the Bullenhuser damm children.
At the event, she met Margarete Wilkens from hamburg. The two 
women had arrived at Auschwitz on the same day, on 4 April 1944, 
and had been tattooed consecutive prisoner numbers. in this 
photograph, the two women are showing their numbers to the 
camera. 

Günther Schwarberg had contacted Margarete Wilkens in 1983 
after stumbling upon her story. Wilkens had been separated from 
her son in Auschwitz, but found him again in 1947. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg collection, 2002-957
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