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Riwka Herszberg was born on 7 June 1938 in Zdunska Wola 
near Łódz in Poland. Her father, Mosze Herszberg, managed 
a small textile factory there. In the summer of 1944, Riwka 
and her parents were deported to Auschwitz via Piotrków 
Trybunalski. Riwka’s father was taken to the Buchenwald 
concentration camp in January 1945 and murdered there 
on 7 April the same year.

Riwka and her mother Mania were housed in the women’s camp 
in Auschwitz-Birkenau. Riwka reportedly escaped a selection 
because one particular SS man took a liking to her because 
she resembled his daughter. On 23 November 1944, Mania 
Herszberg was transferred to a Buchenwald satellite camp in 
Lippstadt. Sabina Reichenbaum, Eduard Reichenbaum’s mother,
was on the same transport. Riwka Herszberg was taken to the 
Neuengamme concentration camp on 28 November 1944 and 
murdered here on Bullenhuser Damm on 20 April 1945 aged 6.

Mania Herszberg survived the camps and returned to Poland 
to look for Riwka. She later emigrated to the USA and settled 
in Boston, where she remarried and adopted two boys. She 
learned of her daughter’s possible fate in 1980, but was unable 
to recognise Riwka in the photographs from Heißmeyer’s 
experiments.

In 1979, Ella Kozlowski, a cousin of Riwka Herszberg who 
worked for the Israel Police’s central unit for the investi-
gation of Nazi crimes in Tel Aviv, discovered Riwka’s name on 
a search poster distributed by German journalist Günther 
Schwarberg and contacted him. Ella Kozlowski was born in 
Berlin. In the 1930s, she had to break off her secondary 
school education because she was Jewish. She went to live 
with relatives in Czechoslovakia and Poland before being 
deported to the Zdunska Wola and Łódz ghettoes and then 
on to various concentration camps, including a Neuengamme 
satellite camp. After her liberation, Ella Kozlowski emigrated
to Israel.
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Riwka Herszberg circa 1939.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 1995-1118
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Moszek Herszberg’s prisoner index card from the 
Buchenwald concentration camp issued in 1945. 

The Buchenwald prisoner index listed Moszek Herszberg, 
born in Zdunska Wola, as a mechanic. 

From mid-January 1945, thousands of prisoners had been 
driven on death marches westwards from Auschwitz. 
Moszek Herszberg arrived at Buchenwald from Auschwitz 
on 26 January. On 27January, Auschwitz was liberated by 
the Red Army. Moszek Herszberg was murdered almost 
three months later in Buchenwald.

International Tracing Service (ITS), Bad Arolsen, 6089559
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Letter from Ella Kozlowski to Günther 
Schwarberg dated 25 May 1979.

Ella Kozlowski, who was with the Israeli police 
and involved in investigating Nazi crimes, 
wrote to Schwarberg after receiving one of 
the posters with the names and photographs 
of the children. She writes that, because of 
the similar name, the matching age and time 
of her deportation from Auschwitz, she is 
almost certain that the girl listed with the 
last name of “Herzberg” on the poster was 
actually her little cousin who was deported to 
Auschwitz with her parents in the summer of 
1944. She informs Schwarberg that Riwka’s 
mother Mania had survived the war, had un- 
successfully searched for any clues as to her 
daughter’s fate for years and had recently 
passed away in the United States. Kozlowski 
implores Schwarberg to provide her with any 
details on Riwka’s fate he might have.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, Günther 
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Günther Schwarberg with Ella Kozlowski 
(2nd from right) on the street named 
after her cousin in the Hamburg district 
of Burgwedel in 1993. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg Collection, 2002-24
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