THE CHILDREN

Riwka Herszberg






THE CHILDREN

Riwka Herszberg

Riwka Herszberg was born on 7 June 1938 in Zdunska Wola
near £0dz in Poland. Her father, Mosze Herszberg, managed
a small textile factory there. In the summer of 1944, Riwka
and her parents were deported to Auschwitz via Piotrkéw
Trybunalski. Riwka’s father was taken to the Buchenwald
concentration camp in January 1945 and murdered there
on 7 April the same year.

Riwka and her mother Mania were housed in the women’s camp
in Auschwitz-Birkenau. Riwka reportedly escaped a selection
because one particular SS man took a liking to her because

she resembled his daughter. On 23 November 1944, Mania
Herszberg was transferred to a Buchenwald satellite camp in
Lippstadt. Sabina Reichenbaum, Eduard Reichenbaum’s mother,
was on the same transport. Riwka Herszberg was taken to the
Neuengamme concentration camp on 28 November 1944 and
murdered here on Bullenhuser Damm on 20 April 1945 aged 6.

Mania Herszberg survived the camps and returned to Poland

to look for Riwka. She later emigrated to the USA and settled
in Boston, where she remarried and adopted two boys. She
learned of her daughter’s possible fate in 1980, but was unable
to recognise Riwka in the photographs from Heif3meyer’s
experiments.

In 1979, Ella Kozlowski, a cousin of Riwka Herszberg who
worked for the Israel Police’s central unit for the investi-
gation of Nazi crimes in Tel Aviv, discovered Riwka’s name on
a search poster distributed by German journalist Glnther
Schwarberg and contacted him. Ella Kozlowski was born in
Berlin. In the 1930s, she had to break off her secondary
school education because she was Jewish. She went to live
with relatives in Czechoslovakia and Poland before being
deported to the Zdunska Wola and £6dz ghettoes and then
on to various concentration camps, including a Neuengamme
satellite camp. After her liberation, Ella Kozlowski emigrated
to Israel.
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Riwka Herszberg circa 1939.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 1995-1118
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Moszek Herszberg’s prisoner index card from the
Buchenwald concentration camp issued in 1945.

The Buchenwald prisoner index listed Moszek Herszberg,
born in Zdunska Wola, as a mechanic.

From mid-January 1945, thousands of prisoners had been
driven on death marches westwards from Auschwitz.
Moszek Herszberg arrived at Buchenwald from Auschwitz
on 26 January. On 27January, Auschwitz was liberated by
the Red Army. Moszek Herszberg was murdered almost
three months later in Buchenwald.

International Tracing Service (ITS), Bad Arolsen, 6089559
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Letter from Ella Kozlowski to GlUnther
Schwarberg dated 25 May 1979.

Ella Kozlowski, who was with the Israeli police
and involved in investigating Nazi crimes,
wrote to Schwarberg after receiving one of
the posters with the names and photographs
of the children. She writes that, because of
the similar name, the matching age and time
of her deportation from Auschwitz, she is
almost certain that the girl listed with the
last name of “Herzberg” on the poster was
actually her little cousin who was deported to
Auschwitz with her parents in the summer of
1944, She informs Schwarberg that Riwka’s
mother Mania had survived the war, had un-
successfully searched for any clues as to her
daughter’s fate for years and had recently
passed away in the United States. Kozlowski
implores Schwarberg to provide her with any
details on Riwka’s fate he might have.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, Glnther
Schwarberg Collection



Ramat Hasharon,den 25.5.1979
Peretz=8tr.12/4
Israel

Herrn
Gunther Schwarberg
2105 RAMELSLOH

Sehr geehrier Herr Schwarbergl

Als Mitarbeiterin der Untersuchungsstelle fur NS-Gewsltverbrochen beim
Landesstab der Israel Folizei,die heute Ihre Plakate und Briaf vom TelMai
del.erhielt,gestatie ich es mir mich an Sie zu wenden,da der auf dem Fla-
kat ugef;hrte Madchennamen H e r z b e r gyder Namen meiner kleinen
Cousine sein kann,wahrscheinlich auch ist. Der Name des Kindea lautet
richtig: Riwka He r s ¢ h b e r g,geboren 1938 in Zdunska-Wola/Folen,
Vater: Mosche Jakoh Herschberg,Mutter: Mania Herschberg geb.Starsynski.

Das Kind kam susammen mit den Eltern im Sommer 1944 sus Petrikau/Polen
mit einem Transport von Juden ins Lager Auschwitz—Birkenau. Ein unge-
wohnlicher Zufall wollte es,dass das Kind zusammen mit seinen Eltern

ina Familienlager kam und nicht direkt von der Rampe in die Gasgamimer
geschickt wurde. Die Eltern wurden sur Arbeit eingesetzt,dss Kind war

im Lager einige Zeit gusammen mit den Eltern,dann wurden die Eltern je=
doch einzeln in verschiedene Arbeitslager verschickt,das Kind blieb in
Auschwitz. Nur die Nutter,Mania Herschberg uberlebte den Krieg und kehr—
te nach Polen suruck,um ihr Kind zu suchen. Zwei Jahre wahrte die Fahn-
dung nach dem Kind,oder wenigstens einer Spur,doch ohne Erfolg. Niemand
konnte der Mutter Auskunft geben,ob das Kind in Auschwitz geblieben oder
abtransportiert worden ist,ob es die Befreiung im Januar 1945 erlebte
oder nichte

Nachdem der auf ‘hrem Flakat veroffentlichte Namen dem eigentlichen sehr
ahnlich ist,dag Alter auch stimmt und das Kind zur gegebenmen Zeit in
Auschwits war,echreibe ich lhnen sofort und bitte Sie sehr,sehr mir die
Ihnen bekannten Einzelheiten mitzuteilen. Leider ist die Mutter des Kine




des vor einiger Zeit in den USA,wo sie nach dem Krieg lebte,verstorben.

Ich bedanke mich bei Ihnen im vorhinein fur Ihre MNuhe und erwarte Ihre
baldige Antwort.

Wit m::;glim:- Hochachtung
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GUnther Schwarberg with Ella Kozlowski
(2nd from right) on the street named
after her cousin in the Hamburg district
of Burgwedel in 1993.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial,
Gunther Schwarberg Collection, 2002-24







