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roman Witonski, whose family nickname was romek, was born on 8 June 
1938 in radom, Poland, where his father, Seweryn Witonski, worked as a 
paediatrician.

From 1941, the family was forced to live in one of the two radom ghettoes. 
On 21 March 1943, on the Jewish holiday of Purim, roman, his younger 
sister eleonora and his parents were taken to the old Jewish cemetery
in Szydłowiec, 30 kilometres south of radom along with 150 other people. 
There, the SS started a mass execution, during which Seweryn Witonski 
was murdered.

his wife rucza and the children roman and eleonora hid behind some grave 
stones, but were discovered by the SS and taken back to the ghetto. 
in late July 1944, rucza Witonska and her children were deported to the 
Pionki labour camp near radom and from there on to Auschwitz, where 
they were initially imprisoned in the women’s camp. in Auschwitz, rucza 
Witonska was separated from her children and taken to the Georgenthal
satellite camp of the Groß-rosen concentration camp. roman Witonski 
was taken to neuengamme on 28 november 1944 and he was murdered 
here on Bullenhuser damm on 20 April 1945 aged 6. 

After her liberation, rucza Witonska looked for her children in Auschwitz, 
radom and other places. her brother had probably learned of the children’s
fate earlier from the reports on the Curio-haus trials, but had not told her 
about it in order to protect her. rucza Witonska contacted various offices 
and organisations which offered support in the search for missing relatives. 
She also filed search requests for other children she had known in the 
family camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau. As early as 1946, a Belgian tracing 
service put her in touch with doctor Paulina Trocki, who told her that she
had accompanied 20 children from Auschwitz to the neuengamme concen-
tration camp when she was a prisoner at Auschwitz. 

rucza Witonska went to France, where she married and took the name of 
rose Grumelin. her son Marc-Alain was born in 1951. in 1981, she learned 
what had happened to her children in hamburg from Günther Schwarberg. 
in 1982, she visited the Bullenhuser damm memorial. 

A street in the hamburg district of Burgwedel is named after roman and 
his sister.
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rucza and Seweryn Witonski on their honeymoon
circa 1937.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 1995-1183
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roman with his mother rucza Witonska in the summer 
of 1940.

in 1990, rose Grumelin-Witonska remembered the 
occasion on which the picture was taken: 

“The photograph was taken in the summer of 1940 
in rajec, twelve kilometres from radom. My youngest 
brother Zelig Zajedenweber had gone into hiding there 
after escaping from a train transport of POWs. The 
train didn’t stop in radom, but he jumped off. A railway 
worker gave him his uniform under cover of darkness. 
i went to visit him with roman in rajec and he took 
the photo.”

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg Collection, 2000-2359
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letter to rucza Witonska from an aid agency 
dated 3 April 1946. 

rucza Witonska had contacted the tracing 
service at the French charity Help for 
Israelite Victims of the War for information 
about her children. The organisation’s director 
replied four months later, writing that they 
had been in touch with the doctor Paulina 
Trocki who had accompanied the 20 children 
from Auschwitz to neuengamme. The letter 
reports that Trocki only remembered details 
about two of the children from Paris. Trocki 
was told at the time that all of the children 
were orphans, and the children confirmed 
that their parents had been deported. The 
letter closes with the promise that the 
organisation will continue to do everything 
in their power to find out more and notify 
Ms Witonska of any results. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg Collection, 3.18
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letter from rucza Witonska to the Joint 
Committee in Prague dated June 1946.

After her liberation, rucza Witonska re-
quested information on her children and 
Marek James, Marek Sztajnbaum, Mania 
Altman, Adina Zylberberg and lola Kliger-
man, with whom she had been imprisoned 
in the women’s camp at Auschwitz. She 
knew that they had been deported to 
neuengamme together and knew some 
of the children already from her husband’s 
medical practice in radom.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg Collection, 3.18
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Marc A. Grumelin: nazi killer of 20 Jewish 
children still free in Germany

in 1982, Marc-Alain Grumelin travelled to the 
United States to meet with relatives of other 
Bullenhuser damm victims. That same year, he 
published this article in the periodical Voice of 
Radom, an important source of information for 
former members of the radom Jewish community. 
in the article, Grumelin describes the fate of his 
half-siblings eleonora and roman and calls on 
readers to supply any further information they 
might have. he also discussed the efforts 
undertaken to bring Arnold Strippel to justice. 

Voice of Radom, March/April 1982
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rose Grumelin-Witonska and Marc-Alain Grumelin 
in June 1982. 

in 1982, rose Grumelin-Witonska and her 
son travelled to hamburg from Paris to visit 
the Bullenhuser damm memorial. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg Collection, 2010-2413
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rose Grumelin-Witonska in June 1982. 

during her visit to hamburg in 1982, rose Grumelin-
Witonska also visited the neuengamme Concentration 
Camp Memorial and commemorated her children eleonora 
and roman at the former site of the crematorium. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg Collection
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rose Grumelin-Witonska in 2009.

in 2010, 98-year-old rose Grumelin-Witonska was interviewed about 
her life by staff members of the neuengamme Concentration Camp 
Memorial. Marc Grumelin provided this photograph of his mother, which 
he had taken one year earlier. 

From a private collection
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