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Dirk Deutekom was born on 1 December 1895 in Amsterdam. He 
trained as a carpenter and later worked as a letterpress printer. 
Deutekom lived in Amsterdam with his wife and daughter. On 10 
May 1940, the German Wehrmacht invaded the Netherlands. Dirk
Deutekom joined a small resistance group, whose members had 
met at a Catholic youth centre.

On 18 July 1941, Deutekom was arrested by the police
security service in his flat in Amsterdam. He was registered
as a political prisoner and taken to the Amersfoort transit 
camp, from where he was deported to the Buchenwald 
concentration camp. At Buchenwald, where he arrived on 
2 April 1942, he was given the prisoner number 2912. On 
6 June 1944, Deutekom and Anton Hölzel were transferred 
to the Neuengamme concentration camp, where they had to 
work as prisoner nurses at the sickbay. In November 1944, 
Deutekom and Hölzel were both assigned to look after the 
20 children on whom Heißmeyer was conducting his medical
experiments.





List of personal effects from the Buchenwald concentration 
camp issued in 1942. 

This card from the index at Buchenwald lists Dirk Deutekom’s 
personal effects, which he had to hand over upon his arrival at 
Buchenwald: one hat, one pair of shoes, one pair of socks, one 
overcoat, one jacket, one pair of trousers, three shirts, one pair 
of trunks, a set of papers and one suitcase. 
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Dirk Deutekom’s prisoner index card from 
Buchenwald issued in 1942. 

This card also includes information on the 
circumstances of Deutekom’s arrest. On 
18 July 1941, the German State Police 
in Amsterdam had ordered him to be put 
into “protective custody” because of his 
membership in a banned political organisation, 
the “Orange Army of the Netherlands”. 
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Prisoner questionnaire from the Buchenwald camp, 
1942. 

Upon his arrival at Buchenwald on 2 April 1942, 
Deutekom had to fill in this “prisoner questionnaire”, 
which included questions about his profession, his 
religious affiliation, his family and their health. The 
handwritten note at the top of the page states that 
he was transferred to Neuengamme on 6 June 1944. 
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