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Gabriel Florence was born on 21 June 1886 in Alsace. He was 
a professor of biochemistry and medicinal chemistry at the 
University of Lyon and a Nobel Prize nominator. Under the 
German occupation he campaigned on behalf of his Jewish 
colleagues, and in late 1943 he joined the Comité Médical de 
la Résistance, an organisation of doctors in the resistance.

On 4 March 1944, Florence was arrested by the Gestapo and 
imprisoned in the Montluc prison near Lyon, from where he 
was transferred to the Neuengamme concentration camp on 
7 June 1944. Because he spoke German fluently, he worked as 
an interpreter at the camp. In late July 1944, the SS assigned 
him to the sickbay. After the arrival of the 20 children, his task
was to keep their patient records and analyse samples in the 
lab. Gabriel Florence tried to kill off the TB bacteria by boiling 
the suspension before the children were injected with it.

Former prisoner Paul Weißmann, who also worked at the 
sickbay, later remembered his last meeting with Gabriel 
Florence on the night before he was murdered: “[Florence] 
packed his few possessions. Before he left the sickbay, he 
shook each of us by the hand and said, ‘Au revoir’. But to me 
he whispered, ‘I don’t believe we’ll see each other again.’”

Simone Florence, Gabriel’s wife, learned of her husband’s 
fate early on from former prisoners and campaigned for Dr 
Heißmeyer’s prosecution in 1949. In 1953, Professor Gabriel 
Florence posthumously received the Prix Henri Labbé for 
biochemistry from the Académie des Sciences at the Institut 
de France.



Gabriel Florence in 1942. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg collection, 2001-4422
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Gabriel Florence at this desk in Lyon, undated. 
Professor Gabriel Florence was a highly regar-
ded scientist in the fields of biochemistry and 
medicinal chemistry. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg collection, 2001-4421
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Gabriel Florence in his professor’s gown, undated. 

On his gown, Florence wears the French War Cross, 
which he had been awarded during WWI. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg collection, 2001-4423
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Gabriel Florence, undated.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg collection, 2001-4419
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Gabriel Florence on a deckchair, undated. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 

Günther Schwarberg collection, 2001-4420
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Drawing entitled “Professeur Florence de l’Université de Lyon” 
(Prof. Florence from Lyon University) by Betrand de Vogüé, 
dated 9 September 1944. 

Gabriel Florence worked as a prisoner doctor at the lab in the 
Neuen-gamme infirmary. Despite a ban on communication, the 
prisoner doctors at the lab tried to inform their fellow prisoners 
about the human experiments that were going on. After his 
liberation, former Neuengamme prisoner Paul Faure remembered 
a remark from Gabriel Florence: “If I were to tell you about all the 
atrocities, you probably wouldn’t want to believe me.” 

The drawing was made by Betrand de Vogüé who was imprisoned 
in the camp section for prominent French prisoners immediately 
adjacent to the infirmary at Neuengamme.

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 2001-4424
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Prisoner index card from the SS Economic Administration Main Office in 
Berlin, 1944. 

The SS Economic Administration Main Office kept an index in which 
every concentration camp prisoner was registered. This index did not 
list the prisoners by name, but only included their prisoner number 
and the name of the camp in which they were held. Gabriel Florence’s 
index card lists him as political prisoner no. 34193. He arrived at the 
Neuengamme camp on 7 June 1944 and was assigned to “sitting work”. 
A note at the bottom states that he was assigned to the infirmary on 
28 July 1944. 

German Federal Archives, NS 3 1577
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Excerpt from a letter written by former Neuengamme prisoner 
Henri Higelin to the Neuengamme Memorial, dated 7 May 2010. 
(Translated from the French)

In his letter, Neuengamme survivor Henri Higelin remembers the 
transport from France to Neuengamme in 1944, during which 
he met Gabriel Florence because the two men were handcuffed 
together. 

“[…] In March 1941, I fled Germany. I left Lutterbach in Alsace, 
where my parents lived, to get to the free sector of France. After 
some twists and turns, which would take too long to describe here, 
I eventually arrived in Lyon [i.e. in the free sector]. […] I won’t linger 
on the activities we were involved in here [printing and distributing 
illegal pamphlets and publications]. […] Two months later, in April 
1944, my wife, my mother-in-law and I were arrested and detained 
at Fort Montluc, where we re-joined my sister-in-law. We stayed 
there for about three weeks, during which time we were subjected 
to regular questioning and torture, before being taken away in 
armoured railway cars around 15 May 1944 . I was taken to the 
Compiègne camp and ‘my’ women to Fort Romainville. Near Paris, 
the car in which they were held was uncoupled. This gave me 
occasion to see them again and to say my goodbyes. The windows 
of my car were barred and there were eight of us prisoners inside, 
handcuffed together in pairs. As it happened, I was cuffed to 
Professor Florence, whose name and qualities were as unknown 
to me as the reasons for his arrest. We took a liking to each other. 
I was 25 years old at the time, and he was more than twice my 
age: We were teacher and student. One trivial detail I remember 
is that we had to go to the toilet together, handcuffed to each 
other, under guard from SS men who were posted at every corner. 
[…] Eight days after our arrival at Royalieu-Compiègne, to my great 
surprise, I received a package, which I shared with Florence and 
another prisoner whose name I don’t remember. Starved, we fell 
upon the food, and the unavoidable happened the next day. I will 
always remember what Florence said to me then: ‘You know, should 
you ever return from ‘there’, don’t wolf down the food; don’t eat 
too much.’ He knew what he was talking about, he was a biologist 
and a pioneer in the field of special diets. We were in the same car 
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on the transport which took us to Neuengamme on 7 June 1944, 
where we were quarantined straight away. It was there that I lost 
sight of him one day. He was called and none of us, at least not I, 
ever saw him again. It was only after the war that I learned of his 
tragic fate, which he shared with Professor Quenouille, the two 
Dutch nurses and the 21 poor children. I cried.” 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, prisoner account 1961





Leads on the crimes and whereabouts of Kurt Heißmeyer, 1949/50

After the war, Gabriel Florence’s wife learned about her husband’s fate 
from French Neuengamme survivors. She wrote to different institutions 
and pointed out the crimes committed by Kurt Heißmeyer (whom she 
refers to as “Eisseneyer” and “Eissmeyer”). The International Office 
of the Association of Victims of Nazi Persecution (VVN) passed this 
information on to the Association’s Hamburg section. 

The first document below is a letter from the Hamburg VVN to the 
Association’s international office, in which the Secretary General 
verifies Mme Florence’s information concerning her husband’s fate 
and gives Heißmeyer’s correct name. The second document is the 
German translation of a letter from the French Association of De-
portees, Interned Resistance Fighters and Patriots to the VVN’s 
international office in Berlin which summarises the information on 
Heißmeyer’s experiments and the Bullenhuser Damm murders and 
asks the VVN for further information on the case.

Federal commissioner for the Records of the State Security Service 

of the former German Democratic Republic, 

HA IX/11 ZUV, no. 46, vol. 139, sheet 68-72
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Street sign for the Rue Professeur Florence in Paris, 
taken in 2000. 

Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, 1999-1168




