Garlitz

Im Schloss Garlitz, zwischen Neuhaus und Libtheen in der
mecklenburgischen Elbtalaue, hatte die SS vom 3. Februar
1945 bis 2. Mai 1945 prominente Héftlinge untergebracht.
Das inhaftierte Prinzenpaar von Bourbon-Parma, Bruder
und Schwégerin des Grol3herzogs von Luxemburg, wurde
unter dem Tarnnamen ,Biberpelz” gefiihrt. AuBerdem
waren hier — vermutlich als Hauspersonal — ein deutscher
und ein tschechischer Zeuge Jehovas, eine dadnische Familie
und zwei junge Frauen aus der Sowjetunion inhaftiert. Das
Lager wird im Bericht des SS-Standortarztes des KZ Neuen-
gamme, Dr. Trzebinski, vom 29. Mérz 1945 erwdhnt. Die
dédnische Familie wurde vermutlich im Rahmen der ,Aktion
der Weillen Busse” zur Rettung von KZ-Héftlingen nach
Schweden evakuiert. Die anderen Haftlinge wurden durch
US-amerikanische Truppen befreit.

Der Kommandoleiter, SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Joseph Sewera,
soll die Haftlinge gut behandelt und ihnen Vergiinstigungen
gewdhrt haben.
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Das Gebidude des AuB3enlagers,
das ehemalige Schloss Garlitz, im
Jahr 2004.

Foto: unbekannt. (ANg, 2010-2110)
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Garlitz

Bisher einziges Dokument liber
das Lager in Garlitz: Aussage

des Prinzenpaares von Bourbon-
Parma am 19. September 1945
vor dem britischen Ermittler
Oberstleutnant Gordon Browning
in Briissel. Gemeinsam mit ihren
Kindern im September 1943 von
der Gestapo als so genannte Aus-
tauschgeiseln in Frankreich ver-
haftet, waren sie ins ,Prominen-
tenlager"” des KZ Sachsenhausen
und von dort am 3. Februar 1944
ins Neuengammer Aul3enlager
Garlitz gekommen.

(TNA (PRO), WO 309/374)



CIVIL AFFATRS/G-5 DIVISION
MISSIONS (BELGLUL)

‘0A/G=5/582/2 Subject: Statement Prince of BOURBON-

PARME re concentration camp
of 3CHLOSS-GARLINTZ.

To: War Crimes Seotion /

JAG Branch

IQ B.A,O.R.

1. Torwarded herewith is a statement made by the Prince

and Princess of BOURBON=PARME in relation to their treat-

ment at the concentration camp of SCHLOSS-CARLITZ MECKILEL~
BURG between 3 Feb 44 and 2 May 1945.

2. Prince Louis of BOURBON-PARME is a brother of the
Prince of LUXEMBOURG and this statement vms handed to
British Military Mission LUXEMBOURG vAth the request that
it be forwarded to the appropriate British lilitary authori-
ties,  An identical statement has been transmitted to Head-
quarters United States Forces European Theater.

%. The Prince and Princess state that they were vell trea-
ted by their guaxds and in particular are convinced that they
owe their lives to the refusal of Hauptsturmfuehrer JOSEFH
SEVIERA to cexry out orders from HIMOIER for their execution.
Tor this reason they ask that their statement may be taken
into account in the event of any action being teken against

SEVIERA and his staff.
m @W

Gordon BROVINING, Lt

/ 7 Sep 45. Head CA/G~5 JISHIONS BJL‘,} e
2ia, Boulevard du Regent,
LI, JAG’S RRANCH
SR - _ 20 SEP 1945
| QBTN ARMY
L_ OF THE Illll.\g’}%\_\\




:..the war; mest see'

ﬁe?undersiéied Prince and Prieeees Louis de Beurbon—Parme
having good reaeons to beliBVB that we: owe our lives to the S,S,
Hauptstu:miuehrer(captain)Joaeph SEWERA while detained as hostages
in Schléss Garlitz Mboklemburg, Want to make the following state-

ment i '
Arreated by the Gestapo and Feldgenﬁarmerie on aeptemhor

.'I4 1943 in our home at Mandelieu(alpeB-Maritimea) France, we were
. teken with our. two ehi;dren to a "Sonaerhaus" of the concentration
 camp of Oranienburg nea& Berlin and brought then on february 3. 1944
to Sohlose Garlitz near»Luebthaen Kreis Hqganow Mecklemburg where
we were kept prieoner& until liberateﬂ by the 9th U.S.Army on May
2d. I945., . - | ' |
The S.S.Femmepdoﬂin qulitz consisted of a.Hauptaturmfuah-
rerfceptaig);a'Oberseherfuehrer(eergent-major) two Scharfueﬁrer
'(eergents)and eighteen men of . which several were eent gomewhere
elge later on. Meet of theee men were middle-aged,some in bad health
and probehly considered not "hard"enough for concentration camp
du%y; As a matter of faoﬁ we learned,after our liberation from the
wife of ene of them Heinrich SGHLUBSNUSS herself a refugee from
Eaat-Pruaeia that her huaban& had been for some time & warden in

a eoncentrafion oamp and had been transfored on his own demand.

He had been unable to stand any lenger the sight of the horrors
thereicommitted but was fofbidden te.eay a worl aﬁout it.

: All of theae had Joined the 8;8; at beginning or during

ﬁ half-heartad naziee and only keen to get

'ﬂbaok to their home‘and familiea.




ﬂ ‘The Hauptaturmfuehrer Joseph SEWERA,a teacher born I205

‘ nWinterberg, Boehmarwald was a studlous and mildtempered man,

He did his best to-aoften the regulations imposed by the Gestepo.
. For axampla,helsuﬁcaeded twlce to have & priest say mass for us;

he aakéd'several timea the Geétapo to let ue.oorreapond with our

families though 1t was eaoh tima refused and he treated all of us
internees with the Bame friendlineas. With us were 'Intermed there
a-danish family, a german and a tcohegite "Bibelforscherin" and two
russisn girls. | i _

On the 23 or 24 of april 1945, as the &llied tropps were
approaching,Sewara waa oallad to the Geatapo ef Sohwerin. We kmew
' that Himmler wes or juat had been thera. Some days praviausly the
Hauptaturmfuehrer had told us we would prohably be taken to Denmark
or Norway. He nsturally kmew we all hoped to Btay on as the Allies
were then on the Elb IB kilompters to the west.

He oame baok from Gestapo H Qs looking very pele and nervous.
and only told ug:"We stay on here." We suspected he had orders to_
"liquidate'"us as soon as the Allied troops crossed the Elb, The
danish femily wﬁé talken then to Denmark,

On the first Qf_ﬂéy the'gth.U.S.Army o?ossed the Elb near
Neuhaus, I5 kilometres %O'the west of Garlitz;-the Wehrmacht retrea-
ted and the S,S8., left the same day; We regret to be unah;e,bounﬂ
by our word,to ng what ceptainm SEWERA did then for us, We are posi~
tivaly-oertain Hiﬁmler had given oxrders $d do away with all hostages,

The following S.S were taken prisoneéa somewﬁere near Garlitz
by the U. S troopa ana brought doubtleasly to the prisoner camp
of SUEGKAU neariNEUHAUS ‘on the Elb:




-S. men:accountant.F?anz'CHYATAL(orGHVARTAL) born in Vienna 3I-3-1899

Laopol&.FkLK about 44 years,waiter,born Badeh-Badeh

Robert HEﬂKIGER ,38 years,gardener,born Prov.of Thueringen

< Hermann STECHER about 40 years,eight children,farmer Sleswig-Holst,
Heinrich SCHLUSSNUSS,about 45 years,farmer Bast-Prussia )

The following SIS; might have been taken prisoners either by the U.S.
br further north by the British troops. h
Eauptsturmfuehrer Joseph SEWERA - _

Oberaoharfnahrer Friedrioh SCHEFFLER,43 years,farmer East-Prussia
Soﬁﬁrfﬁéhr;r Heinrioh_MAEIKE;-wpll over 50, a grandfather
Sohdrfuehré: GUTJAHR ,well over 50,8 grandfather too,born Hannover
3 | _ i_ more or less &n invalid.
S, S _men Paul SGHUEM&HN about 40 yeara,farmar Mecklemburg
R _“. Karl EﬁGEROTH about 35 years, farmar Goettingan
" " Hang KRUEGER,22 ‘years Berlin
ta w Joseph CONVENT, =8 yeara farmer auffering from tuberculosis
Wehrmacht :priv. Gerhard ELSNER, ahout 22 years, saddler born in Dresden
v g " Rudolf EﬁREBACHER 123 years, ,Jeweller, born in Vienna
S e 'R:I.cxhn:rd ADIER a.'bout 35 years,chemist,born in Breslau
o o Eduar& FRIGGIH about 35 years tobaoco-expert Bremen
Thase last: four.men had been dataohed to the S.S. from the
Luftyaffpfarter the;german defeat in Franoe. They,hated the Nazi
regima'ﬁﬁd:wqrq:ndt p;quqd o have h;;n detached to the S.S._

They did,nbtfweaifthqaﬁ;ﬂf unifofm.
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} A we said_beforg,all_these men treated all of us inyernees
kin@ly but wea would particularly mention the accountant Franz
GHVATAL(orCHT&RfAL),a typically kindhearted ¥iennese,Leopold
FAIK ,Robert HENNIGER and Hermann STECHER,

Ndne of these s;s; men Imew who we were except the captain
and,possibly,the accountant; we'wére forbidden to m;ntion our
nama.undér.panaity.of being taken back to camp and separated;
We were givén the name'qf,Familie"BIBERPELZ" by the Gestepo.

< which didn't seem to have a very good taste in their choice of
incognito namaﬂ;Aa.a matter of fect these incognitoes for hos-
tages oontgiﬁed the.pr;péipal letters of the real names. In our
case B B f_: pourhon-Parﬁe;'
e Ouxr atateﬁent'will;prngﬁly appqaf rather surprising con-
sidering the hé&rora fhé 5.5, Totenkop?f perpetrateﬁ in all con-
cepfratidn camps;_We can only think that in some small Kommandos
like Garlitz where piiaonara could not escape beceuse their wife
or theilr chidiwen were with them anﬁ:;&o, a8 hoatagea,could be
some dey of valﬁa to the Nazles,the Géa#apo put older end"softer"
men in charge who could nof be used in concth;ation camps or at
the fronf;.wq felt like the welltreated prisoners of some cannibal

tribe.At the end the frying-psn. Ceptain Sewers seved us from the

frying-pen,
J
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