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The decree on preventive police arrest from 4 April 1938 issued by the Chief of 
the Security Police and the Security Service (SD). This decree served as the 
legal basis for arbitrarily imprisoning people regarded as “work-shy”, “anti-
social” or “criminal” in concentration camps. Mass arrests and committals to 
concentration camps were to follow. 
(StA Marburg)

NGgast17
Stempel



Newspaper Article on “Work Shirkers” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As early as 1933, the police occasionally persecuted people who were 
supposedly “work-shy”. 
Aus: Lübecker Volksbote, 23.9.1933.
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Decree from 1 June 1938 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During a concerted campaign in June 1938, a total of more than 10,000 so-
called “antisocial elements” and “work shirkers” were arrested and imprisoned 
in concentration camps. More such campaigns were to follow. 
(StA Marburg)
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Alleyway in Hamburg’s Gängeviertel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Street scene in Kornträgergang. A large part of the Gängeviertel, a poor 
neighbourhood in Hamburg’s Neustadt area, was demolished and redeveloped 
between 1933 and 1937. These measures were also taken in order to destroy a 
social environment which was difficult to control and regarded as prone to 
resistance activities. 
Foto: unbekannt. (DHB)
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Dormitory for Young Homeless People 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The dormitory of the youth department at the “Pik-As” (“Ace of Spades”) 
shelter for homeless people in Hamburg in the 1930s. Very few of the people 
who had become unemployed during the economic depression actually 
received unemployment benefits. The Hamburg social services tried to stem 
the streams of needy people by limiting the number of people entitled to 
financial assistance and by subjecting applicants to all kinds of unpleasant 
mandatory labour. In the 1930s, the number of homeless people rose 
dramatically in Germany. 
Aus: „Pik-As“ – eine Hamburgensie und ihre Entwicklung, hg. v. von Pflegen 
und Wohnen, Hamburg o. J. S. 6.
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