
Breendonk Fortress 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Like Fort Huy, Breendonk was a centre of imprisonment for political prisoners in 
Belgium. It was also infamous as a place of torture. In late June 1941, over 300 
Belgian Communists and members of the left-wing opposition were imprisoned 
there and in Fort Huy. On 22 September 1941, 152 of them were put on a 
transport of 250 men and deported to Neuengamme. This was the first Belgian 
transport to a concentration camp. 
Aus der englischsprachigen Zeitung „News From Belgium“, (ca. 1943). 
(Nachlass Ponger, ASa)
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Photograph: Fort Huy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fort Huy, on the right in the background of this photograph, was one of the 
central places of imprisonment for political prisoners in Belgium. Initially, only 
members of the left-wing opposition were persecuted with the help of the 
Belgian authorities. When larger sections of the general population began to 
support the resistance, the German occupying forces reacted by carrying 
out mass arrests and taking hostages. 
Aus der englischsprachigen Zeitung „News From Belgium“, 27.2.1943. 
(Nachlass Ponger, ASa) 
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Proclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proclamation from the Oberfeldkommandant (High Field Commander) at Liège 
(Belgium) dated 26 July 1944: As “atonement” for the death of a Wehrmacht 
soldier, the male inhabitants between the ages of 18 and 45 of the Soy, Ferai-
Chéne, Melines, Werpin, Trimal, and Wy areas of Liège were arrested and 
“deported from the country under aggravated conditions”. 
Aus: H. Galle/Y. Thamassekos: La Résistance en Belgique, Brüssel 1979.
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