
Soviet POWs in 1941 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From July 1941, the Wehrmacht imprisoned more than 100,000 Soviet 
prisoners of war in camps on Lüneburg Heath. The so-called “Russians’ camps” 
at Wietzendorf, Oerbke and Bergen-Belsen did not even contain the most basic 
forms of housing. When the POWs arrived at the camp, they suffered from 
malnutrition and were insufficiently dressed. In October 1941, the Wehrmacht 
tranferred 1000 prisoners from Wietzendorf to Neuengamme. The photograph 
was taken by a guard at Wietzendorf. 
(Stiftung Niedersächsische Gedenkstätten)
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Prisoners in Front of Earthwork Dens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IThe living conditions at Wietzendorf POW camp were disastrous. The 
prisoners had to construct dens out of soil and leaves because there was no 
housing. There was so little food that many prisoners died of malnutrition 
within the first few weeks. In November 1941, masses of prisoners died 
of typhus, malnutrition and the effects of insufficient housing. 
This photograph was taken by a guard at Wietzendorf. 
(Kreisarchiv Soltau-Fallingbostel)

Nggast17
Stempel



Index Card for Panteley Sankov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Index card for a Soviet prisoner of war from Wietzendorf POW camp. Panteley 
Sankov was one of the 1,000 prisoners who were transferred to Neuengamme 
in October 1941. He died in March 1942. 
(CAMO)
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Death Records for POWs 
 
 
In October 1941, 1,000 Soviet POWs arrived in Neuengamme from 
Wietzendorf POW camp. They were housed in two huts that had been 
specially fenced in. Between October 1941 and June 1942, 652 of them 
died of hunger and disease. The names of those who died were recorded in 
this booklet. Their bodies were not cremated, but interred in Bergedorf 
cemetery. 
Reproduktion. (ANg)
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