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As a form of punishment, prisoners were regularly beaten with truncheons or 
whips. They received between 5 and 50 blows or lashes. The prisoners were 
tied to a trestle and beaten on the back or on the buttocks. They had to count 
the blows aloud. If the victim lost count, the SS guards would often start over. 
The beatings even continued if a prisoner lost consciousness. The beatings 
resulted in open sores on the prisoners’ buttocks and backs, and sometimes 
even their kidneys were damaged. 
(BA (Berlin))
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Flogging Trestle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flogging trestle from Auschwitz concentration camp. A similar trestle was in use 
at Neuengamme. Prisoners were tied to such trestles with their heads hanging 
down and their buttocks pointing up. 
Foto: KZ-Gedenkstätte Auschwitz. (APMO)
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Drawing of Crouching Prisoners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pen drawing by Ragnar Sørensen from 1945. As a form of punishment, 
prisoners were taken to the camp gate and forced to remain in a crouching 
position for hours. This was referred to in the camp as the “Saxon 
Salute” (“Sachsengruß”). Ragnar Sørensen, a former prisoner from Norway, 
was imprisoned in Neuengamme in March and April 1945.
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