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Decree on “combating the Gipsy plague” issued on 8 December 1938 by the SS 
Reich Leader and Chief of the German Police at the Reich Ministry of the 
Interior. The idea that they were “racially inferior” formed the legal basis for the 
persecution of Sinti and Roma. 
(BA (Koblenz))
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Transcript of a Meeting on 11 May 1940 
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Record of a meeting of representatives from different Hamburg authorities on 
11 May 1940 on the subject of the impending deportation of Sinti and Roma 
from Hamburg. On 27 April 1940, following an initiative from the Wehrmacht, 
Himmler had ordered the “first transport of Gipsies” to occupied Poland. On 16 
May 1940, around 550 Sinti and Roma were arrested in Hamburg. On 20 May, 
they and other recently arrested prisoners from northern Germany were 
deported to Bełżec concentration camp. 
(StA HH)
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Sulejka Klein 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sulejka Klein was born on 17 October 1926. At 17, she was deported to 
Auschwitz together with her mother, where she suffered a still-birth after 
having been raped by a Kapo. Her mother was murdered in Auschwitz. Just 
before the liquidation of the “Gipsy camp”, Sulejka Klein was transferred 
to Neuengamme satellite camp Hamburg-Sasel via Ravensbrück concentration 
camp. She died of exhaustion in Sasel at the age of 18. 
(Privatbesitz) 
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