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Statement from Reich Minister of Justice Thierack on the subject of “combating 
anti-social elements”. 
(BA (Berlin))
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Memorandum from 18 September 1942 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memorandum from Reich Minister of Justice Thierack from 18 September 1942 
ordering “anti-social elements” in police custody, including all those in 
preventive detention, to be taken to concentration camps for “extermination 
through work”. During the following months, the judiciary delivered more than 
12,000 prisoners in preventive detention to the concentration camps. More 
than 5,900 of them had been killed in concerted murder campaigns – in 
Neuengamme as well – by the end of March 1943. 
(BA (Koblenz))
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Sentence against W. R. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W. R., an alcoholic, was arrested in 1934 after a botched attempt at theft. Since 
R. already had 17 prior convictions, he was sentenced to preventive detention. 
He was taken to Neuengamme concentration camp on 17 December 1942. 
Two months later, he was dead. Dr Sommerkamp, the judge who presided 
over his case, had acquired a reputation for harsh sentences. After the war, he 
came to fame on West German television as the judge in the documentary 
programme “TV Court in Session”. 
(StA HH)
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Excerpt from W. R.’s Criminal Record 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In late 1942/early 1943, Rendsburg prison, like other penal facilities in northern 
Germany, transferred many prisoners in preventive detention to Neuengamme 
concentration camp. 
(LA SH)

Nggast17
Stempel


	Vorbeugehäftlinge und Sicherungsverwahrte - Richterbriefe (engl.).pdf
	Vorbeugehäftlinge und Sicherungsverwahrte - Vermerk vom 18.9.1942 (engl.).pdf
	Vorbeugehäftlinge und Sicherungsverwahrte - Urteil gegen Wilhelm R.(engl.).pdf
	Vorbeugehäftlinge und Sicherungsverwahrte - Strafregisterauszug Wilhelm R.(engl.).pdf



