
The First Monument 
 
 
To many survivors and relatives of victims, it was unbearable not to have a 
place for grieving and commemoration on the actual site of the former camp. 
The French government exerted pressure on the Senate to find a solution 
to this problem. Access to the site of the crematorium and the erection of a 
monument became particularly important issues in this debate. 
 
The German side refused to grant access to the site of the crematorium, 
arguing that it was impossible to locate. Eventually, both sides agreed on the 
erection of a monument on the site of the former camp nursery. This monument 
was inaugurated on 18 October 1953. 
 
Responding to pressure from the AIN, the international survivors’ association, 
the Hamburg Senate added a stone cube with an inscription in 1960.




